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SOUND;     Thunder,  follov;ed  by  rain..,  • 
ANNOUIICER 

Fort-'jjies  Washed  Away  [ 
ORGAN:     I  GET  THE  BLUES  MEN  IT  xRAINS  o 
ANNOUNCER 

Between  the  L'Anguille  and  the  St,  Francis  Rivers  extends  a  high 
proinontory--Crowley ' s  Rldge--one  of  those  freahs  of  nature,  soil 
deposits,  laid  down  by  wind  throughout  the  ages.     Rising  in 
Southern  Missouri,  it  bends  through  Arkansas  in  crescent  fashion 
until  it  disappears  at  the  Mississippi  near  the  historic  old  city 
of  Helena,     Famed  and  beloved  to  Eastern  Arkansas  farmers  is 
Crowley's  Ridge,  named  for  a  pioneer  soldier  of  the  War  of  lSl2. 
This  story  begins  in  I8O3,  v'hen  Thomas  Jef'ferson  and  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  signed  a  docum.ent  that  went  down  in  history.  •'»/hlle 
the  hardy  settlers  doubted  the  glad  tidings  and  shook  thoir 
grizzled  heads,  hopeful  bearers  of  the  inform.atlon  insisted  on 
its  accuracy, , . 

SOUND;     Excited  conversation  of  four  or  five  m.en,   fading  as.  •  . 
R^SSENCtBR  (excitedly) 

Yes,  sir,   it's  true  I     The  govcrnm.ent '  s  bought  this  whole  Arkansas 
country,  lock,  stock,  and  barrel.     I  heard  it  straight  last  night 
from  Pierre  what '  s-hi s-nam^e ,  that  trader  feller.     He  was  told  by 
some  boatsmen  up  from  New  Orleans. 
SOUND;     Conversation  of  crowd  grows  louder. 
RCBSSENGER 

D'ya  knov\r  \ihat  that  moans?     We're  on  Amiorican  soil  I     People  will 

soon  be  pouring  in  here  [ 
SOUITD;     Much  conversation,   and  cheers. 
ORGAN;     DOWN  IN  ARIL;\NSAS  , 
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ANNOUNCER 

,        Among  those  who  cc^mo  into  the  Louisiana  Purchase  was  Benjajiiin 
Crowley,  a  soldier  of  the  old  school.     Ho  came  into  this  much 
heralded  el  dorado  with  his  largo  family,  his  slaves  and  servants. 
Here  he  tilled  the  fertile  soil,  hero  he  hunted  hear  with  his  good 
friend,  Mose  Robinson... 
SOUND;     Axe  chopping  tree,   stojjping  as.  .  , 
ROBINSON  (fading  in) 

i        Ah,  friend  Crowley,   it  looks  as  though  your  cabin  will  soon  be 

I        finished.     Perhaps  I  shouldn't  have  stopped  you, 
CROWLEY 

I'm  glad  indeed  that  you  did,  LIosCo     (Chuckling)     Now  I  have  a 
I        good  excuse  for  turning  tiic  work  over  to  the  others. 
ROBINSON 

But  they  haven't  the  bravm  that  you  have,   although  young  Samuel 

there  jij    a  husky  lad  at  that, 

SAMJEL 

!        Yes,  Mr,  Robinson,   some  day  I'll  go  off  to  the  wars  like  father. 
CROV'.rLEY 

Indeed  you  will  not  l    You'll  stay  here  and  build  up  this  land. 

I'm^  looking  for  you  to  carry  on  when  I'm  gone. 

ROBINSON 

I  don't  guess  you'll  be  leaving  this  earth  until  all  of  th^.  bear 
b        are  gone,  Benjamin.     For  the  life  of  FxC  ,    .l'vo  never  knoY/n  a  man 
ViTho  liked  to  hunt  as  you  do... 
CROWLEY 

...unless  it's  you,  Hose.     Do  you  rcmcmbo'r  the  other  day  when  you 
killed  that  bear  with  a  bloY/  of  your  fist? 
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ROBII^ISOy 

liemem'oer  it?     How  could  I  for^^et  it? 
SAMUEL 

And  it's  a  good  thing  you  did,  too,  Y\fith  your  leist  rifle  snot  gone. 
ROBINSON 

Oil  J,  well,    'twas  nothing  at  that.     Fetch  me  that  tin,  Saniuel,  and 

I'll  have  a  drink  from  the  spring. 

SAMUEL 

Here's  one  right  here, 
ROBINSON 

That's  a  good  boy. 
SOUND;     Cup  dipped  into  spring,  man  drinhs . 
ROBINSON 

You  know,  Benjamin,   I've  often  wondered  just  why  you  settled  here 
on  this  ridge  where  you  did.     Of  course,  i.ie ,   I'm  just  a  wanderer  o.. 
CROYifLEY 

Well,   it's  a  long  story,  Mose.     You  see,  I  was  given  a  grant  of 
land  for  my  services  in  the  v^ar,   so  I  left  hentucky  and  headed 
west war do 
SAMUEL 

And  Y/hen  we  got  there,  we  found  that  the  earthquake  of  '11  had 

sunk  the  land  which  v/e  were  supposed  to  get  I 

CROWLEY 

And  so,  wo  kept  i.ioving  westv.''ard  until  v:e  came  to  this  ridge.  It 

is  unusual,  you  m.ust  adm.it,  hecivily  wooded,  lon^o.o 

ROBINSON 

Indeed  it  is  that. 
CRq^LEY 

So  I  follov/ed  the  ridge,  himting,   of  course,  o. 
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r:QBI].\TSQN  (v7ith  mock  surprise) 
No? 

CROWLEY  (laughing) 

Yes  I     And  finally  I  sottlod  v/itii  my  brood  on  the  Y:est  £lo;_3e  of  this 
ridge  ^  near  this   large   springy   and  nov/  I'm  "build:  ng  my  cabin, 
developing  the  section.     And  it's  nice  in  the  evenings   to  stand 
here  on  the  brow  gf  the  ridge  and  v^atch  the  evening  sun  sot,  f<,;r 
away  across  the  country  among  the  cypress, 
ROBINSON  (pensively) 

Yes,    it's  a  beautiful  sight  indeed.     And  the  land  I     Fertile  s_nd 

rich  I 

SAMUEL 

It's  much  better  than  that  over  in  the  hills.     You  should  huar  the 

story  that  Uncle  Jolin  tells. 

ROEINSON 

And  what  is  that,  Samuel? 
SAMUEL 

He  says  that,   over  in  the  hill  country,   it  takes  two  men  to  pl^ait 

corn, 

ROBINSON 

Two  ? 

SAMUEL 

Yes.     One  to  pry  the  rocks  apart  with  a  crowbar,  whilu  the  other 
■fires  the   seed  dovin   the  crack  I     (All  laugh) 
ORGAN:     DOWN  IN  ARKANSAS „ 
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ANNOmiCER 

But  Eastern  Arkansas  was  a  fruitful  country.     The  hills  were 
healthful.     The  lands  bore  abundantly.     And  as  the  nev^s  traveled 
bach  to  Kentucky  that  Benjamin  Crowley  had  found  a  delightful 
.ridge  5  more  and  more  settlers  poured  into  the  nevrly-piirchased 
territory,  headed  for  fertile  "'Den  Crowley's  Ridge,'"'  Cotton 
.  became  the  chief  cash  crop,  cotton,  cotton,  always  more  cotton. 
And  as  the  sugary  silt  loams  melted  away  with  each  rain--and 
Eastern  Arkansas  gets  nearly  50  inches  of  rainfall  each  year-- 
soil  erosion  becam.e  more  prevalent.     Many  cotton  grov^ers  shifted, 
to  fruit  growing--but  soil  losses  continued, 
ORGAN;     DOWN  IN  ARKANSAS  (slowly)/ 
ANNOUNCER 

Even  before  1957 >  great,  deep  gullies  had  cut  their  way  across 
fields,  pasture  lands,  and  even  roads.     Lying  along  Crowley's 
Ridge  were  the  ruins  of  more  than  a  dozen  deserted  villages.  And 
even  the  site  of  the  old  Cro^/ley  home  was  a  gully-¥/ashed  hill- 
side.    But  lately,  determined,   aggreijsive  Arkansas  farffl.ors  have 
been  taking  steps  to  end  needless  soil  wastage.     In  1937  Arkansas 
became  the  first  state  in  the  union  to  pass  a  soj..1  conservation 
district  law.     One  day  shortly  after  the  law  was  pas sod,  the 
courtroom  in  the  Greene  County  courthouse  at  Paragould  was  paclied 
with  men  who  represented  a  cross-section  of  coiiiiunity  life..,, 
bankers,  merchants,  garagernon,   school  t •..■:.chcrs ,   and  nGwspapcrm.on . 
and  farmers. 

SOUND;     General  bustle  of  conversation  throughout  following  s cqucnce 
STEDMAN 

Everett,  you've  had  a  lot  of  success  about  this  orosion  control 
proposition  o     V/hat's  your  idea? 


# 


I 


t 


ROGERS 

Well,  Stodman,   I've  done  a  lit  tie     I  guess.     Not  much.     But  I  do 
know  that  all  of  this   sheet  erosion  and  those  darn  gullies  arc 
Lmnccessary . 
FARIEY 

Wc  got  erosion,   all  right,  plenty  of  it.     I've  known  that  for  a 

long  time,  but  we  haven't  known  hovif  to  stop  it, 

ROGERS 

Parley,  that  trip  down  to  Forrest  City  V\fas  an  eye-opener,  wasn't 
it? 

FARLEY 

It  sure  v/as .     These  soil  conservation  demonstrations  set  up  by  the 
government  ought  to  show  us,   in  a  practical  v/ay,  how  v/c  can  save 
our  soil.     It's  high  time  some  of  us  outside  these  demonstrations 
were  getting  started  in  the  seme  way. 
STEDMAN 

He's  right,  Everett,     Reckon  there's  none  of  us  smiart  enough  to 

lick  this   thing  single-handed, , » . 

ROGERS 

But  if  v/e  set  up  one  of  these  soil  conservation  districts,  we  can 
stop  erosion  all  right   'cause  we'll  all  bu  working  together, 
FARLEY 

That's  what  County  Agent  Stevens  was  saying,   and  that's  the  reason 

he  v/ants  to  see  us  get  this  district  started. 

STEDMAN 

There's  a  bunch  of  other  coLununitios  that  are  tiiinking  the  sanie  v/ay 
wc  are.     Over  around  the  Lower  East  Saline,  Mine  Creek,  Hagazine 
Creek,  ...  .1  don' t  knov/  where  else. 


ROGERS 

I^VG  seen  onoiigli  of  this  work  to  v^ant  more  of  it.     You  knov/,  my 
dad  has  a  cooperative  agreement  with  the  CCC  camp  at  Jonesi^oro, 
and  wo  ought  to  take  a  tip  from  the  v/ork  they're  doing.     You  sec, 
with  a  district  organized,  v/e  can  ask  for  help  from  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service  or  any  other  federal  or  state  organizations 
that  might  be  able  to  help  us  out, 
FARLEY 

Well,  v.-e  used  to  make  good  m^onoy  farming  my  land--good  money,  hut 
each  year  it's  getting  harder  and  harder  to  make  a  living  on  it, 
ROGERS 

And  I'll  tell  you  why,  Farley,     Her<>^ ' s  some  figures  the  county 

agent  gave  me  the  other  day, 

STEDMAN 

Ye  s ,   le  t  *  3  see  them » 
ROGERS 

Here  they  are.     Approximately  3  million  acres  in  East^.rn  Arkansas 
are  badly  in  need  of  soil  conservation  measures »     Sevure  erosion 
is  prevalent  over  95  percent  of  the  area,   and  more  than  8  pcrC'jnt 
has  been  destroyed  by  erosion. 
FARLEY 

That's  ell  right.     Most  of  us  are  Wj.lling  to  do  v/hat^ver  we  can 
to  so.ve  our  farms.     All  we  want  is  for  someone  to  show  us  how, 
ROGERS 

That's  how  I  feel.     V'/e '  ve  worked  our  land,   and  kept  on  working  it, 
and  sud-denly  we '  ve  waked,  up  and  found  it's  about  all  gone.  Now, 
I'm.  a  businessman  as  well  as  a  farmer,  remember,   and  i  knov.-  darned 
ViTcll  that  the  prosperity  of  th^   town  depends  on  the  prosperity  of 
the  farmers. 
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STEDMAN 

Here's  another  point  about  these  districts.     I've  been  tr^^irig  to 
control  the  rainv\^ater  that  flows  over  my  land,  hut  I'm  getting  a 
lot  of  soil  and  v/ater  from  farms  up  the  creek  wliere  there  aj.n't 
no  conservation  v/ork.     Seems  to  me  if  vce  get  this  work  on  all 
farms  m  a  v/atershed,  we  can  protect  all  our  land^ 
ROGERS 

Now,  look  at  this  bulletin  on  soil  conservation  disti^icts.  If 
you'll  read  it  over,  you'll  find  out   just  how  these  distr:Lcts  v7ork. 
FARLEY 

Yes,   I  glanced  through  it  the  other  day.     The  thing  to  do,   is  to 
get  the  district  formed,  then  pick  out  some  level-headed  farmers 
in  this  watershed  and  elect  thcm^  to  the  board  of  supervisors. 
Then  we  can  get  a  conservation  program  started, 
STEDMAN 

Can't  get  started  soon  enough  for  me. 
SOIMDc     Rapping  of  gavol ,   and  conversation  rises,  then  subsides • 
CHAIRMAN 

Order  J.     Order,  please  l     The  mxceting  is  opened.     We're  here  to  find 
out  hov/  the  farmers  feel  about  the  oi^gan izat ion  of  a  soil  conser- 
vation district  here   in  Grucne  County.     Llr .  Rogers,   did  you.  have 
something  to  say? 
ROGERS 

Before  the  hearing  starts,   let  me  tell  you  about  something  I  saw 
the  other  evening.     Maybe  you  think  I'm  getting  sent im.ontal ,  but 
the  other  day  I  drove  by  a  hill  farm,  at  sunset,     A  plowm.an  follov/- 
ing  a  tirod  mule  was  plodding  up  thu  hill.     Below  him,  almosb 
blotted  out  by  heavy  shadows,  v/as  a  field  riddled  v/ith  gullies. 
That  man  looked  tired,  beaten.     Men,   that  mustn't  happen  to  us. 
Wo  must  v/ork  together. 
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ORGAN:     TOGETEE R . 
ANNOUNCER 

Follovifing  that  meeting  at  Paragould,  Greonc  County  farmers  voted 
on  the  question:     shall  we  establish  a  soil  conservation  district 
The  vote  was  8l6  in  favor ^  6  against,     (Slight  pause.     Then  chang 
to  a  somewhat  more  rhetorical  tone,)     A  large  monum.unt  stands  out 
in  a  cemetery  in  Greene  County,     Upon  a  smooth  slab  near  the  base 
of  that  monujnent  is   the  inscription,   '"Benjamin  Crov/ley.  1758~ 
18[l2.     The  man  for  v/hom  Crov/ley' s  Ridge  is  named,''  Patriotic 
citizens  of  Arkansas  built  that  mxOnujnento     And  today,  thousands 
and  thousjinds  of  Arkansas  farmers  are  building  another  kind  of 
monument--not  of  stone  and  m.ortar,  but  of  soil,   soil  to  food  and 
clothe  and  shelter  the  Arkansas  of  tomiorrow, 
ORGAN :     TOGETHER , 
ANNOUNCER 

And  now,  once  again  we  turn  to  the  Dayton,  Ohio,  regional  office 

of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,   and  to  Ewing  Jones. 

JONES 

Thank  you,   •     3eforu  v/e  go  any  further,  I'd 

like  to  m:;ke  one  hasty  amendment  to  this  stor^r... 

ANNOUNCER 

• . o  and  that  is.., 

JONES 

...that  although  the  Greene  County  district  was  tb.G  first  in  the 
state  to  be  formxed,   it  is  really  one  of  those  "e  loluribus  unum" 
propositions,   one  among  many.     Throe  more  v/ere  organized  at  about 
the  same  time,   and  as  yjc  go  to  press  I3  Arkansas  districts  have 
been  voted  in. 
ANNOUNCER 

You  say  "as  we  go  to  press"   as  though  others  are  on  their  v/ay. 
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JONES 

Ycs^  liccirings  arc  being  held  all  over  the  state.     At  the  er'v;eent 

time^   ,   and.  I  wish  you'd  get  this  j-'igure^ 

at  the  present  timc^  approximately  five  million  acres  are  includv.d 
in  districts  already  formied--in  the  one  state  of  ilrkansas.  And 
in  balloting  for  the  first  ten  districts^  miore  than  10,000  farm^^rs 
voted  for  them^  with  only  2^0  against. 
AFNOUNCER 

By  the  way,  Ev^ring,   jnst  who  is  responsible  for  the  progress  that's 

been  made  in  organizing  these  Arkansas  districts? 

JONES 

Well,  ,  much  of  the  credit  must  go  to  the 

progressive  farm.ers  m  each  of  these  coi.jnuni ties ,     In.  the  case  of 
Greene  County--!  hate  to  single  out  a  few,  because  dozens  of  people 
played  a  highly  important  part--but  men  like  Everett  Rogers,  Donald 
Cox,  Ray  Ileriweathor ,  L.  Vo   Stedm.an,   and  J.  li,  Farley  are  certainly 
due  for  a  lot  of  credit »     And,  of  course.  County  A.gent  Johai  Stevens, 
ANNOUNCER 

And  other  states  are  follov/mg  the  progress  Arkcnsas  is  making? 
JONES 

I  wouldn't  exactly  say  ''following,"  because  practically  every  state 
in  the  imion  recognizes  its  erosion  problems,   and  is  do ^ng  some- 
thing about  it.     Tv/enty-six  states  have  now  passed  laws  that  permit 
farmers  to  form  thes.e  soil  conservation  districts,     /md  I  don't 
need  to  assume  the  role  of  a  prophet  to  predict  that  more  states 
will  do  the  same  thing  in  1939^   md  this  is  1959 ^  I  believe. 
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AHNOUNCER 

It's  oeen  that  for  a  full  v\reek,  now.     But  now,   even  though  I  know 
in  general  how  these  districts  operate^   I  wonder  if  you'd  r,iind 
being  a  little  r.iore  specific,     Siipposo  I  w(jre  a  farmer,   and  v.^anted 
to  have  a  district  in  my  ov/n  county,  or  v\fatershed_p  or  whatever 
boundary  might  seem  logical, 
JONES 

Why;,  .  I'm  surprised.     If  you'd  read  tnat 

bulletin,   ''Soil  Conservation  Districts,"  like  lir »  Rogers  did, 

you'd  know  all  about  ito 

AFNOUInCER 

But  I  don't  have  a  copy  of  the  b^^lletin, 

JONES 

Mr.  ,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen;     Copies  of 

the  bu.lletin,  "Soil  Conservation  Districts,''  may  be  secured  by 

v/riting  to  Soil  Conservation,  Dayton,  Oh.Lo, 

ANNOUNCER 

I'm  properly  chastised,  and  I'll  v/rite  for  the  bulletin  tonight. 
But  going  on  with  the  order  of  business,  Ewing,   I  v/ish  "you  v/ould 
point  out  the  highlights  of  these  districts  laws, 
JONES 

I'll  do  that  briefly.     Of  course,   the  laws  vary  a  little  from,  state 
to  state  —  and  rcmom.ber  that  2o  states  now  have  these  lav/s.  Pmj\Ya.j, 
the  general  procedure  is  som.ething  like  this:;     Earm-ors  in  a  com- 
munity decide  they  need  a  district.     They  sign  a  petition  to  the 
state  soil  conservation  cormiiittee .     If,   say,  2^  landoY/ners  or 
tenants  in  the  area  sign  the  petition,  the  state  comiiiittoo  holds 
a  hearing  to  detcrmiine  v/hether  a  district  is  needed. 
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ANNOUTTCER 

Like  that  hearing  in  the  CrrGcne  Covjitj  courthouse? 
JONES 

Exactly,     If  the  cominittcG  finds  out  that  a  district  i^  noodcd,  a 
roforonduj:!  is  hold,  aiid  if  a  majority  votes  ycs^   tho  district  is 
formed.     Throe  supervisors  are  chosen  by  local  ballot^   t\7o  more 
arc  appointed  by  the  state  committee,  and  the  district  ^ets  under 
way.     It  becomes  a  legal  subdivision  of  the  state and  as  such 
it's  em.pov/ered  to  ask,   and  receive,   state  and  federal  assistance. 
Then  the  board  of  supervisors  develops  a  program  of  v/ork,  and  soil 
conservation  operations  begin  on  the  farm.s  in  that  comjnunity.  As 
I  said,  that's  only  the  general  icloao     The  details  may  vary  fromi 
state  to  state.     But  the  important  point  is  that  it's  a  comxiunity 
proposition  —  a  cooperative  proposition. 
ORGAN:     I  GST  TEE  ELUSS  V/HEN  IT  HAIES , 
SQUEDg     Covj  milking  scene  o 
FIRST  FARI.SR 

You're  getting  a  good  miilk  yield  tiiis  year.  Bill. 
SECOND  EARLIER 

Sure  I  am.     Good  coavs,  good  pastures, 
FIRST  FARLSR 

And  your  pastures  used  to  be  a  bunch  of  gullies, 
SECOND  FARNiER 

That  v;as  before  v/e  organized  that  soil  conservation  district, 
FIRST  EARNER 

I  Y/ish  \7o  had  one  in  our  commiunity. 
SECOND  EARNER 

fJhj  don't  you  find  out  more  about   so_l  conservation  districts? 
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FIRST  FAHi.iER 
Plow  can  I? 
SECOIID  FARLER 

Hero  comos  .     Ho '11  toll  you, 

( annoLincorT 

ANNOITHCBR 

Copies  of  the  bullotin^  ''Soil  Conservation  Disoricts  for  Erosion 
Control,''  may  bo  secured  by  sending  a  letter  or  a  penny  postcard 
to  Soil  Conservation^  Dayton^  Ohio.     Next  week,  Berrimda  Grass. 
SOUND:     Thunder^  followed  by  raino , . 
ANNOUNCER 

•    Fortunes  Washed  Away  is  a  studio  presentation  of  the  agriculture 
department  of  the  Nation's  Station. 
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